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I'll admit to being a little SUPER excited that we had Monday off!  

Christopher Columbus 
 Written By:  Michelle Rist  

Sung to: Yankee Doodle    

Christopher Columbus was a brave and mighty sailor.   

He sailed west instead of east he was a great explorer.   

Nina, Pinta, were 2 ships,   

Santa Maria too.   

Christopher please don’t turn back.   

America waits for you!       

 This Week, Kindergarten… 

Columbus Day 
We had a wonderful week! We began by discussing what they already knew about Columbus 
(not much!). I let them look at the front of the book, In 1492, and they made a few 
predictions.  
"He was a captain of a ship." 
"He was a pirate." 
"He was the first one to float." 
"He lived a long time ago." 
 
Calendar Time: 

Each d1ay we have calendar time.  This is a very math filled time.   

Skills reviewed include: 

▪ graphing 
▪ place value 
▪ addition and subtraction 
▪ fact families 
▪ Counting by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s to 

100 
▪ odd/even 

▪ patterns 
▪ comparing 

 



Phonics:   
LESSONS 25-28  

Aa 

"a" as in "a"pple  
rhymes 

vowel-If "a" is followed by a consonant, then we code the "a" with a breve. 

recognizing, writing Aa 

reading hat, pot, tag, gag, gap, lag, lap, log, got, hot, top, tap, pal, the, end, a, 
at 

                                                counting sounds 

matching words 

HOT! HOT! HOT! Reader #1 

compound words 
reading front to back, title, sentences, period (stop sign), exclamation mark 

(exciting mark), retelling a story, comprehending a story 

final (ending) sounds, 

assessment #5  

Phonics is the building block to reading. Once you know the rules, they can help quite a bit. 
So learn the basics. Not only will you be helping your child, but you'll finally understand 
what the teacher is talking about!  When you are reading with your child you may want to 
help your young reader decode words using sayings we use in class to support phonics 
development. 
 
The rules we have discussed include: 
• When a vowel is followed by a consonant, it is short, code it with a breve.  Breve: a breve 

is a small curved line that is placed above a vowel to signify the short vowel sound.    
 Example:  bat    b ă   t  

Phonics Rule #15 compound words 
A compound word is made up of two words that come together to make 
a whole word. (doghouse, butterfly) 

Phonics Rule #16 syllables 
Syllables are word parts. We can identify how many syllables are in a word 
by clapping it while saying it. (com-put-er) 

 
• Every word must contain a vowel. 
• All words have syllables.  Associating syllables with a beat helps students to better learn 

the concept of syllables within words. 
 
Reading/Writing:  
*Comprehension: Recalling important details in a story 
*Story sequencing 
*Making predictions before reading 



*Compare and Contrast 
 
Language Arts: 
Books we have read: 

In 1492, Rhyming text describes Christopher Columbus's first voyage  

to the New World. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Spookley was different.  He was odd, he was rare.  Spookley the pumpkin 
wasn't round-he was...square!  A very unique pumpkin delivers a special 
message of tolerance and self-acceptance that's just right for 
Halloween...and every day of the year. 
 

 

Pete the Cat: Firefighter Pete  Pete and his classmates are 
excited about their field trip to the firehouse. They get to slide 

down the pole, meet all the brave firefighters, and even try on 
their helmets and gear. 
 

  
 
 

It's almost Halloween, and all Froggy can think about is his costume. 
Maybe he'll be something scary like a ghost or a vampire. Or maybe he'll be 
a superhero or a cowboy. Finally Froggy decides he'll be the Frog Prince. It 
doesn't seem like a frightening idea, but when Princess Frogilina starts 
chasing him to give him a kiss--EEEK!--Froggy decides he's wearing the 
scariest costume of all! 

 
• Spanish with Señora Seay we continue to learn greetings; hello, “Hola!”  “Buenos días” - Good 

day; Buenas Tardes - Good afternoon/evening is; Buenas noches - good night.   Siéntense = sit 
down) and párense = stand up. Reviewed color words:  azul — blue, blanco — white, negro — 
black,  rojo — red, rosado — pink, verde — green, naranja — orange, amarillo — yellow, 
anaranjado — orange.  

 



 Señora Seay has great songs that teach simple 
actions, too! 

 

 

Health:  

 Ms.  Rosemary discussed feelings and how to 

identify them. 

 

 FIRE SAFETY RAP! (song for kids about fire safety, calling 
911) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_5FqaWTj9c 

• Social Studies    

Christopher Columbus - Explorer and Navigator | 
History for Kids | Educational Videos by Mocomi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=im9Z70LlAJc 

In the early 1800s John Chapman, better known as Johnny Appleseed, traveled across the 
Ohio Valley carrying bags of apple seeds. As he ventured westward, he planted seeds and 
grew apple trees wherever he roamed to ensure that settlers living in the western frontier 
would have nutritious apples to eat. 
 

 

• Science  
• *Weather observations and routines 

• *Weather observations and their impact on daily activities 

• *Weather attributes—types of clouds 



• *Weather attributes—temperature, precipitation, wind 

• *Weather patterns—tools and data collection 

 

 
• Music   Mrs. Wells is back and we were all excited to have her 

teach us new songs and use the items in our music bags!   

 
 

Religion:     Chapter 2—God’s gift of the land 

 

**Students should be practicing prayers at home. 

 
Math Chapter 2 Geometry and Patterns  

3-D or solid shapes song  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cg-

Uc556-Q 

Stack slide or roll 3D shape song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PqZbOYakJk  

Warning, if you listen too often, you too, will be singing 
these catchy tunes! ☺  

 

Plane figures on solid shapes 

 

 

Technology in the Classroom 

Brainpopjr.   We watched shows and took wrap-up quizzes about: 

about:blank


Columbus Day 
In this movie, the children learned about the explorer 
Christopher Columbus, who set out to prove that the world 
was round and not flat. They found out where he landed on 
his voyages from the Old World to the New World. And also 
learned how he forced native people into slavery and called 

them Indians because he believed he had landed in India. Did Columbus really 
discover America? Ask your child to find out! 
 

   Special Projects 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Pumpkin Book Report Project 

It’s October and that means pumpkins are everywhere! Let’s take this harvest theme and bring it 
into our class for some reading fun!    

This month we are asking you to complete this really different kind of book report together!  

Select a book and read it together with your child.  

• Focus your discussion on the characters in the story.  
• Pick one character and create them on a small pie size pumpkin.  
 (A small enough pumpkin that the student can carry it.)  
• Decorate it, paint it, glue things to it, and just get creative! (Please don’t carve it though.)  

Sainhael 



Important Reminders 

✓ Dressing In kindergarten, we are focusing on responsibility and independence. We ask 
that you send your child to school with coats and shoes that they can easily put on by 
themselves  or with minimal assistance. Also we ask that you send an extra set of 
clothing with your child to keep in their backpacks just in case it is needed. 

Please pack a school sweater or sweatshirt, daily, for your child.  The classroom is kept 
cool! 

✓ Please remember to label all belongings of your child; the lost and found has many items 
without names! 
 

✓ Tying Shoes!  Start big.  Allow your child to tie a bow 
using a jump rope underneath both of their legs. 

✓ Get the right laces.  Use flat, long laces to teach your 
child to tie his/her shoes.  The rounded laces are sometimes 
too difficult for little fingers to manipulate.   

✓ Don’t lace the top holes on their shoe.  I’ve found 
that most shoelaces are just a tiny bit shorter than what is easiest for kids to learn to 
tie.  Remedy this problem by lacing only to the second holes from the top of the shoe.  
This will give just a little bit of extra length for your child to work with. 

Daily Prayers 

Every day we say prayers in the morning and afternoon.  The children are learning them and would 
benefit from reinforcement from home.  Please continue to review the prayers with your children.  
Thank you for your help!  Prayers can be found on the class website. 
 

Chuckles and Heart warmers 
One of the children came over and asked if it was time to go outside because, 

“My tummy feels hyper!” 

 

 
Wish List 

 Computer monitor 



 

Upcoming Events 

Oct.  20  Pumpkin book reports due 

Oct.  29   No School for students 

 

*Important Practice* 

Fall is here and cold season is near! Coats and hats will be needed soon. A few 

tips on how we can keep our children healthy and not spread our germs: 

 

1.  Remind your children to cover their coughs with their elbows 

2.  Wash their hands with soap and water often  

3.  Get lots of rest 

4.  If they are sick please keep them home 

  
 

Pennies for Peru 

 

The St. Francis School “Pennies for Peru” program was established in September 2007. This is an on-going 

monetary collection to aid the members of our Sister Parish in Peru. Thank you for supporting this very 

worthy cause. 

    Box Tops and My Coke Rewards    

  
 

 

HOW TO EARN 
BOX TOPS MAKES IT EASY. 

All you need is your phone! Download the Box Tops app, shop as you 

normally would, then use the app to scan your store receipt within 14 

days of purchase. The app will identify Box Tops products on your receipt 

and automatically credit your school’s earnings online. Twice a year, our 

school will receive a check and can use that cash to buy whatever it 

needs! 


